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COLONEL WATERWORTH:  Good eveni ng,
| adi es and gentl enen and wel cone. Thank you for
comng this evening. | am Col onel Leonard D
Waterworth, and |'mthe commander of the Gal veston
Engi neer District, U S. Arny Corps of ENngineers.

For the record, let ne state that this
neeting is starting at 7:02 p.m, February 27th,
2002, at Victoria College Student Center in
Victoria, Texas.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: 26t h.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Today is the
26t h.

COLONEL WATERWORTH:  Thank you. 26t h.
|"'mhere to listen to the public and nake sure |
keep everything --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | just thought
| would pass it on.

COLONEL WATERWORTH: Wl |, thank you
very nuch.

|'"'mextrenely pleased that all of
you are able to join us tonight, and | want everyone
to understand that this is primarily an information
meeting. No decision will be nmade tonight. This is
ny opportunity to hear fromyou on the issue of the

renai ns on VT98.
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W' re here to provide you information

on -- information on Galveston District's work at
the site of 41VT98 and provide the State H storic
Preservation O ficer the opportunity to express his
views. But nost inportantly we're here to listen to
everyone that would like to make a comment tonight.

This is an opportunity for you to
express your ideas and suggesti ons and concerns
directly to the Corps of Engineers and directly to
nme.

Introductions. | would like to
recogni ze Judge Hel en Wal ker. Judge, thank you for
attending. Dr. Jimmy Goodson, President of Victoria
College. Sir. And as | understand, M. Don
Posey --is that pronounced right -- running for
Judge Wal ker's position. Sir, are you here?

VR, POSEY: Yes, sir, | am

COLONEL WVATERWORTH:  Did | pronounce
that correctly?

MR, POCSEY: You did, sir.

COLONEL WATERWORTH:  Ckay. Thank you
very much for being here tonight.

Additionally at the table I would Iike
to introduce those who are with ne fromthe Corps of

Engineers. M. R ck Villagonez, Project Mnager for
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the Channel to Victoria Project. M. Carolyn

Mur phy, Chief of Environnmental Section to ny right;
Ms. Jan Stokes, District Archaeol ogist; and from
Coastal Environnments, Incorporated, Dr. David
Kell ey, Program D rector; and Dr. Robert Ricklis,
principal investigator.

Now, the format for tonight's neeting.
| have taken -- I'mgoing to change the fornat a
little bit because of the turnout that we have. |
want to provi de everybody an opportunity to make
comments at this forum

W have a m crophone placed in the
back and anybody that would Iike to nake a comrent,
we have your card and we'll be calling you forward
to make those comments.

| would also like the opportunity to
answer sone of the questions that you' ve posed on
the -- on the answer -- question cards that you sent
forward. So we have a tine limtation of 9:30.

W would like to take your comrents.
Then if that cuts off, we would |i ke to answer as
many questions as possi bl e.

If we can't get to all the questions,
we W Il post those answers on the Corps Gal veston

Wb site so that everybody will have the opportunity
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to see those answers.

But what's nost inportant is that |
have the opportunity to get your views on this
particul ar issue.

A coupl e of additional ground rules.
Each individual wll be given around three m nutes.
The idea here is to give as many people the
opportunity to speak. You nay not defer your tine
to ot hers.

If you have additional comments that
you would li ke to submt beyond what you are able to
express during the tine, please submt those in
writing.

You shoul d understand that witten
coments are just as valid as coomments nade in this
forumverbally. A conmment formis avail able at the
registration table for your conveni ence and
subm tting conments.

You may submt witten comments this
eveni ng by dropping themin the "comments" box at
the back of the room One final ground rule.

Pl ease be courteous. |I'mhere to listen. |[If you
make a point, it wll be noted.

If you -- if you have the sane point

to make, it's already recorded and we'll take it in
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witten format. The idea is to get as nmany new

| deas as possible to help ne nake a sound deci si on.

At this point, we will start the
formal presentations and | will ask Dr. Robert
Ricklis to cone forward, the principal investigator
for Coastal Environnents, |ncorporated, who
conducted the excavation of VT98 under the contract
of the Corps.

Tonight he will present information on
his investigation. Sir.

DR, RICKLIS: Thank you, Col onel.
Wll, this is arather large and | woul d say
eclectic group we have here. How nuch tinme do |
have?

M5. MURPHY: However rnuch tine you
need.

DR RICKLIS: Geat. Wll, let's get
right into this because what | would like to do is
show you vi sual images and basically talk to those
| mages.

Archaeol ogy is very nuch a vi sual
discipline, and a picture in Archaeology is worth
2,000 words. So let's see what we can do here.

Al'l right. This is the Buckeye Knol |

site with a strange horizontal bar running through
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It. And the bar actually touches the top of the

central knoll of the site. And actually, however,
the entire -- the entire photograph you can see here
Is -- is the central core of the site. The site is
actually quite sizable; but we're going to mainly
focus tonight on this area.

Qops. | guess | can't go back, is
that right, Jim wherever you are? Thank you,

Davi d.

Just another view of the -- of the
central knoll area. The nanme of the site conmes from
the Scarlett -- Texas Scarlett Buckeye, which I'm
going to show you a picture of at the end of this.
It's the nanesake of this site, and it's a very
beautiful red flower and it's in profusion here in
t he springtine.

So, this is the main knoll and this is
the main focus of our -- of our work. However, it's
very inportant to note that -- that nmuch -- a nuch
| arger area of the site was investigated.

W began in Novenber of 2000 and --
yeah -- of 2000 and we worked ei ght nonths through
July of 2001. These red slits here represent
backhoe trenches. These are excavated so that we

can see the sedinents in the site, see the
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geol ogi cal formation of the site and also test for

areas of the site that mght or mght not contain
| ntact archaeol ogi cal material s.

And, in fact, the area along the
canal -- this is the Victoria barge canal -- was
determ ned to have no significant materials.

Then additional testing over here
showed that nuch of the brown area, which is
cultural material, concentrated in what we cal
m dden i n Archaeol ogy, was probably buried under
this spoil, this -- this nodern sand that had been
deposited nany -- nany decades -- probably three or
four decades ago as a spoil associated with the
dredgi ng of the barge canal.

This is our backhoe work being
conducted along the edge of the canal. It |ooks out
of focus fromhere; is it? WIlIl, you can see the
backhoe trench, backhoe piles. You can see the
canal and this is the backhoe operating here.

Ckay. | don't want to zap anybody
wWth X-rays here. ay. The first area | want to
show you is what | call the Knoll Top. And |
think -- 1'"'mgoing to just try to nove this, if you
don't mnd, so that | can facilitate this process a

little bit hopefully. Nowl'min the way of the
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slide. Al right. W'Il try it this way. A

right.

There are three main areas that we
I nvestigated in addition to the banks al ong the
canal where, as | say, this is very critical because
the Corps is going to be dredging here, and it was
very inportant to know if there would be significant
materials here that woul d be affected by that
dredging. This was determ ned not to be the case.

Then we have the Knoll Top area here,
the West Sl ope area over here and the East M dden --
so-cal |l ed East M dden units over here.

The Guadal upe River's floodplain is
the ow ground to the west. WlIl, cross that one
but it's just the sane -- sorry. W don't need it.
It's the sane excavation on the Knoll Top | ooking
fromthe opposite direction.

This gives you an idea of the kind of
work we were doing. These are 2-by-2-neter square
units. GCkay. Let's try it, David.

Now, on the Knoll Top we have a
stratigraphy for the layering of the soil sedinents
I n several zones. These are very critical for
under standi ng the history of the site.

Zone 1 is a dark brown silt. Zone 1A

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713) 426-0400
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Is aslightly lighter-colored silt.

Zone 2 is a black m dden or
concentrated debris in a silty sedi nent.

And Zone 3 is -- Zone 3A and 3B is the
| onest zone and all of this rests on very ancient
prehuman occupati on Pl ei stocene clay. And you can
see that the configuration of the zone is sonewhat
different at different points in the excavation.

These oval s that you see here
represent individual Prehistoric graves. This is a
very dense cenetery that is associated wth Zone 3.
And -- there we go. Thank you. These are Scallorn
arrow poi nts. \

Now, the Zone 2 deposit is about this
thick -- alittle under a neter thick and that neter
represents approxi mately 4,000 years of intermttent
Prehi storic occupati on.

At the top we have Late Prehistoric
Scallorn arrow points in sone abundance. This is
just a selection fromthe sanple we have. These
date roughly a thousand years old, give or take a
coupl e hundred years. These are associated with
fragnments of Native Anerican ceram cs.

And then a little bit further down in

Zone 2 we have Late Archaic dart points, Ensor
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points, Godley points. And then still farther down

towards the bottom of Zone 2 we have still earlier
Archai c dart points that would date roughly 2500 to
4,000 years ago. Some Mrhiss points, Lange points,
and Morrill points. This is, again, just a
representative sel ection.

Ckay. Now, Zone 3 is much ol der.

Zone 3 has Pal eo-Indian material. This material, as
you can see up here, is roughly ten to 11,000 years
old. These are typical |anceolate dart points.

This is an early stemred dart point.

These indicate that this zone -- now,
we don't have radi ocarbon dates on any of this at
this tinme, but it indicates that this zone
represents canpsite occupation. W're not talking
nortuary here. W're talking donestic debris from
t he Pal eo- I ndi an peri od.

Now, we cone to the cenetery, which
"' m sure many of you have heard sonet hi ng about, and
thisis a-- well, in a nutshell, this is what nakes
t he Buckeye Knoll Site so unique. Al right.

This is the Knoll Top, and here is a
one-foot contour map. And you can see | have
estinated the extent of the cenetery and these are

our excavation units.

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713) 426-0400
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The brown units are 2-by-2-neter

squares that did not contain any burials. The
hat chered areas are excavation units that did
contain burials.

Now, when we put these two factors --
we put these -- if we juxtapose these and al so | ook
at the topography, we can estimate that this is the
approxi mate extent of this Prehistoric cenetery,
roughly 22 or 23 by about 15 neters in extent, not a
| ar ge area.

At the sane tine, | need to point
out -- this is critical -- that we only excavat ed
about 30 percent of this. Qur goal is certainly not
to go out and renove all of these burials. Qur goal
was to find out what the nature of the site was.
This was what the Corps of Engineers primarily
wanted to know.

And -- so, we have this approxinate
area of the cenetery, and these represent 25 to 30
percent. The rest will remain intact and preserved.

Again, the stratigraphy. For the
archaeol ogi sts in the audi ence -- and archaeol ogi sts
are always or should be skeptical of what's said
about an archaeol ogical site -- Zone 3 is very nuch

of a sealed deposit. There's a geol ogi cal
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unconformty between Zone 3 and Zone 2. Zone 3 is

probably ten or 11,000 years old. The bottom of
Zone 2 is probably roughly four to 5,000 years ago.
So, there are several thousand years in between.

"' mgoing to show you a schenatic
diagramin a mnute that will hopefully explain
that. But the key point is that we can say with
consi derabl e confidence that all of the burials in
Zone 3 are of a conparable age and nmuch ol der than
Zone 2.

This is the map of the cenetery in the
areas that we excavated. It is a schematic, as you
can see. And the blue represents Early Archaic
burials. W have at |least 69 Early Archaic burials
represented here. The red or orange are Late
Archaic burials. These are in Zone 2. They're
either in Zone 2 or they are in pits that clearly
originated in Zone 2 and then were dug downward into
Zone 3.

And then the yellowis the inevitable
toss-up. Nothing is ever, you know, cut and dried
I n Archaeol ogy, and this certainly is a case in
poi nt .

This is a cluster of bundle burials

that may be either Late Archaic or Early Archaic.

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713) 426-0400
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They were found right at the interface of the two
zones.

It's also possible that they fall
sonmewhere in between in tinme, perhaps in the Mddle
Archaic period. But you can see fromthis that
we're clearly dealing with a true cenetery. There's
no way this is a sort of fortuitous accunul ati on of
remains. They are sinply too abundant and too
densely located to -- to possibly have been that.

It's clearly a designated anci ent
Prehi storic cenetery designated by the culture of
t he peopl e who were very producti ve.

Now, there is a wealth of -- if | may
use that word -- | should perhaps say a great array
and variety of nortuary artifacts associated with
the Early Archaic cenetery. These include
| anceol ate dart points of forns simlar to
Angostura. And for the archaeol ogists in the
audience, it's a formthat is very simlar to very
| at e Pal eo-1ndian types that are known around Texas
and el sewhere.

We have | arge bifacial nortuary or
cerenoni al blades. One exanple is quite large. In
fact, it's about a foot long. These are very uni que

artifacts. W have pre-forns which are unfini shed
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projectile points and chert blades and raw nmateri al .
Presunably these are interred with individuals for
sonme sort of afterlife.

Now, we have quartzite and |inestone,
what we're calling, tentatively, sinkers. |It's hard
to describe these things but they're oblong, very
beautiful |l y-fashi oned and polished pieces of stone
whi ch have shal |l ow grooves that go all the way
around the periphery. And we don't know what they
were used for. They have been call ed Waco si nkers.
| don't think they necessarily were using sinkers.
We don't know what their function was. They m ght
have been a weapon of sone sort. W don't know at
this point.

And then we have antler billets or
fl aking tools, bone flaking tools, sandstone
abraders, bannerstones which are very distinctive
artifacts. They basically |ook Iike w ngs nmade out
of stone with a hole drilled down the mddle for
attachnment, probably to a spear-throwing stick as a
wei ght .

And we have plumets which are
pear - shaped stones with a hole drilled in the narrow
end. Again, the function is not well understood.

They m ght have been sinkers of sone sort. They

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713) 426-0400
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m ght have been a weapon or a stone type thing that

you woul d attach to a string and spin around and
hurl at game or whatever.

W have |ots of marginella shell
beads, a thousand or so beads, and netrite shell
beads. These are marine shells. So, clearly, these
early people were using the coast. Freshwater
nmussel shell pendants, sunray venus clam shell
pendants, again, a marine shell. Perforated canid
teeth, fox or dog probably, for beads. Red and
yel |l ow and ochre paint and basketry i npressed
asphaltum Asphaltum of course, is beach tar
which, if you've ever been to Padre I|sland, you've
probably stepped init. It's that gucky bl ack
stuff. Well, it was used for a nunber of purposes
by Prehistoric people in Texas, one of which
apparently was to |ine baskets.

So, thisis a wealth of material as a
cultural assenblage that is unique. W' ve never
seen anything like this in Texas or el sewhere. And
It apparently all fits together.

And | will see if | can show you why |
say that. This shows you the distribution of the
nortuary objects. And we have the purple

representing the quartzite sinkers. The round ovals

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713) 426-0400



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R B RBP RBR R R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O » W N P O

HEARING

represent the |linestone sinkers. The -- what are
little black points here are | anceol ate
Angostura-like points. These are not classic
Angostura points, but they're simlar in shape and
size. Dart points. W have the shell pendants,
banner st ones which occurred in pairs, plumets which
occurred in pairs.

And, of course, these are all
associated with discrete graves. | nean, if we were
to overlay this on the earlier map | showed, we
woul d see that individual burials were going to be
associated with these -- these objects.

I n any case, the point being that you
have, for instance, here shell beads with a
| anceol ate point. Here you have | anceol ate poi nt
with a tool kit called flaking tools. Here you have
| anceol ate points with another tool Kkit.

Here you have a |l anceolate point with
sinkers and so on. It all hangs together as an
I nt erwoven assenbl age representing a distinctive
ar chaeol ogi cal culture.

This is the schematic | prom sed you
show ng you how at present | interpret the formation
of this site.

Now, we do have geoarchaeol ogi cal

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713) 426-0400
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speci alists working on this. The Corps of Engi neers
has -- has sponsored their involvenent. And they
are anal yzing the sedi nents for non-cul tural
materials. These are geol ogical sedinents. And
they are going to tell us a good deal about the
validity or not of the scenario that I'mgoing to

gi ve you here.

But in general, this is probably
valid, which is: Zone 3 is -- is a fine sand and
silt that accunul ates on an earlier Pleistocene clay
knoll ten or 11,000 years ago. And as that's
accunul ati ng, we have those Pal eo-Indian artifacts
bei ng deposited by people living at the site.

Then about 7,000 years ago we have the
interrment of the Early Archaic graves and then
sonetinme between 7,000 -- well, really between 6,000
and about four to 5,000 years ago, the top of Zone 3
I's stripped down by sheet erosion.

Now, we know from previous research
that this is a very arid period in the Texas
climate. And when you get aridity, if you' ve lived
i n South Texas in the countryside, you know that you
get a reduction in vegetation, a reduction in
grasses and an expansion of things like the prickly

pear cactus, and the net result is you can get a | ot

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713) 426-0400
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of erosion of soil under those conditions. So, this
I s what we believe happened here.

And then after about four to 5,000
years ago, the Zone 2 canpsite debris begins to
accunul ate. So, it's clear that the people that
| eft Zone 2 were not the sane people that left this,
| eft these human renains.

It's al so clear that because the
surface was probably eroded away, if this was used
as a canpsite by the people at the cenetery there,
we don't have any evidence left of it.

And then, finally, Zone 1
accunul ates -- roughly a thousand years ago it
begi ns to accumul ate and accunul ates fairly rapidly
over the last thousand or so years. There's not
really anything cultural associated with Zone 1
asi de fromsone rusted nails.

Now, this is a conplex find. It's
very difficult to summarize this briefly; but what
"Il try to do is put the key points down as -- as
we see themright now

This is one of the three largest Early
Archaic ceneteries in North Anmerica. There is a
siteinlllinois and a site in Florida that are

conparabl e or sonewhat |arger in size; but this

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713) 426-0400
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stands as one of the three |argest Early Archaic
ceneteries known

This cenetery predates other major
ceneteries known in Texas by at |east 3,000 years.
It represents a sanple of -- the human remai ns we
have in this site represent over between eight and
ni ne percent of all of the human renmains that have
been currently docunmented in the entire world of
this age or ol der.

Now, the cenetery, by its very
exi stence, suggests a relatively large, fairly dense
and sonmewhat settled population. W wouldn't expect
to see sizable dense ceneteries in a very highly
nomadi ¢ situation where you have just small groups
roam ng around large territories.

This is contrary to what our
expectations woul d have been. To have a fairly
| arge and settl ed popul ation 7,000 years ago in
Sout h Texas was not expected.

The range and quality of the nortuary
artifacts reflect a high |level of aesthetics and
techni cal devel opnent, nuch nore so than | -- |
woul d have expected and | think that nost
ar chaeol ogi sts woul d have expect ed.

The materials and sone of the

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713) 426-0400
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artifacts forns suggest w de-rangi ng connections

bet ween t he Buckeye Knol | people and ot her regions.
We have flint that cane from Central Texas. W have
banner st ones, for instances, which are typically an
Eastern Wodl ands artifact. They're not typical of
Sout h Texas.

So, we have this evidence for
extensive trade works -- networks at this early
period. Everything conbines to suggest a rather
devel oped, rather conplex and a very, | would say,
wel | - organi zed cul tural system

The | anceol ate dart poi nts suggest
continuity in style fromthe Late Pal eo-Indi an
period. And, finally, the whole assenbl age
represents a previously unknown early cul ture.

I"mgoing to nove on quickly to the
West Slope and I'"'mgoing to try to nove along here
because tinme is ticking away here. Just say that
that's here. And we have a deep excavation in this
area representing about 6,000 years of occupation.

Here is a fire pit or a hearth with
burned clay. You can see all the cultural debris
scattered through the various |levels. That's
anot her shot of a unit floor with shell, deer bone

and scattered artifacts.
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The stratigraphy is in four zones, the
bott om of which predates occupation. The bottom
zone we've already geologically dated to 40, 000
years ago.

This zone here [Zone 3] is about five,
6, 000 years, and this is three to 4,000 and this is
just after that.

And we have an abundance of cul tural
material. Zone 1, dart points, Late Archaic; Zone
2, dart points, Mrhiss, Bulverde; Pedernales,
roughly a 3,000 to 4,000 or 4500-year-old range.

And then below that in Zone 3 we have
a very nice assenbl age of Early triangular points.
These are generally believed to be five to 6,000
years ol d and our geol ogists have told us that their
optically stinulated | um nescence dates on the
gquartz sand put this zone at 4500 years to 6, 000
years old, which fits very nicely with our
expect ati ons.

These el ongat ed unst emmed, unnot ched
points we call Refugio points. W have sone of
these in Zone 3 which woul d suggest that they're
roughly 5,000 years ol d.

This is going to be the first tinme |

think that we're able to date this common Sout h
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Texas point type. Al right.

Just very briefly, we're in the East
M dden. Nothing terribly exciting here. You' ve
seen the good stuff.

Archaic and Late Prehistoric deposits
in the top, a rather thick zone, and then a bl ack
zone fine sand and silt resting on the Pl eistocene
clay, and this black zone contai ned Pal eo-I ndi an
materials from 11,000 B.P. roughly. This is a nice
exanpl e of a Dalton adze, which is an artifact that
we find in Texas but it is nmuch nore
common in Arkansas and Loui siana and farther east.

And then various other, quickly,
artifact classes that represent various activities
on the site. These are not tine diagnostic but
they' re function-specific. W have knives,
scrapers -- rather, gouges. These are clear fork
tools. These are probably woodworking tools and
various forns of scrapers.

Very good bone preservation. W have
bone needl es and awls for perforating hides, various
ot her bone tools and ornanents. And, surprisingly,
sone early pottery. This pottery is simlar to
Tchefuncte material fromthe upper Texas Coast and

Loui siana. W never knew that it cane this far
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down, but this is simlar to that material. And we
don't yet have any radi ocarbon dates for these
strata but -- these levels, but judging by the dart
points that are found in proxi mate association,

we' re probably | ooking at 2000 or so years ago.
This is about a thousand years earlier than we

t hought the native people of this region had

ceram cs. Ckay.

So, to sumup the nmajor research
topics at the Buckeye Knoll Site, are regional
cul tural and history, human ecol ogy and environnent
and, of course, the Early Archaic cenetery and its
uni que bi oar chaeol ogi cal potenti al .

The culture history seens to have
gotten lost in the shuffle here; but | think, David,
i f you could go back to just -- yes.

I think you've pretty much seen al
this. W don't yet have conpl ete stratagraphic
records for the South Texas region. And here we
have remarkably conplete representation of tine
peri ods from Pal eo-1ndi an through the various
Archai c stages into what we call the Late
Prehi storic period.

W' ve got intact identifiable

conponents representing these periods which is very

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713) 426-0400

Page 25



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R B RBP RBR R R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O » W N P O

HEARING

Page 26
| nportant because we can associate things |ike

ani mal bones and shells and possibly plant remains
W th specific tinme periods to see how adaptati on nmay
have changed. And we have a uni que opportunity to
study long-termcultural changes in South Texas.

Now, the environnental history has to
do with things |ike pollen which we have good
preservation, so we can reconstruct environnent al
hi story, vegetation and so on.

We have excellent fauna and shel
preservation for | ooking at dietary patterns. And
we have sanples for flotation, possibly to recover
charred -- charred -- the flowers are trying to take
over here. o back one to the charred plant
remai ns, things |ike pecans, nut shells, seeds and
SO on.

And then the bioarchaeology. This is
a unique site and it has the potential for |ooking
at social patterns in terns of what kinds of
artifacts are associated wth males, femnales,
adul ts, adol escents, juvenile individuals, and it
has potential for the study of status in terns of
guantities, qualities of itens that are placed with
I ndi vidual s of different age, nale, fenale.

And it has an excellent possibility
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for | ooking at major issues |ike biological

affinity. How were these early people related to,
say, people in other areas of North Anerica? Wat
this mght tell us about mgration routes into Texas
in early tines? How are they related to earlier
people? This is a possibility that we m ght be able
to eventual ly see this.

And, finally, we have the study of
heal th, stress and diet anong this early popul ati on
t hrough various ways of | ooking at bone and studyi ng
it.

And | think that the only thing | need
to add here, which I think maybe | didn't say, which
Is actually critical, is that when | say Early
Archaic, |'mbasing this on four radi ocarbon dates,
accel erator nmass spectronetry on human bone col | agen
that placed the early cenetery between 6,300 and
7,500 years ago.

And there's sone reason and evi dence
t hat shows that human bone col | agen dates tend to be
alittle bit too recent; so, actually, those should
probably be taken as a m ni num age.

The cenetery nmay actually be sonewhat
ol der than that by several hundred, perhaps a

t housand, or 2,000 years.
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That is essentially in a nutshell what
t he Buckeye Knoll site is about archaeol ogically.
And | was going to close wth that and it went away.
That's a Buckeye. Thank you very mnuch.

M5. MURPHY: H . |'m Carolyn Mirphy
wth the Corps, and |'mgoing to address the Corps'
coordination of this project. But | would like to

remnd you that if you do wish to speak, to nake a

coment tonight, that you need to fill out one of
t hese blue cards -- | know we have nore in the
back -- and give it to us -- and we'll be glad to

I ncl ude you as a speaker.

The Channel to Victoria, or Victoria
Barge Canal, is a federal construction project
constructed by the Gal veston District Corps of
Engi neers. The Corps is currently w dening and
deepeni ng the Channel to Victoria fromnine feet by
a hundred feet to 12 feet by 125 feet.

Construction of the channel
| nprovenents began in |ate 1996 and wi |l concl ude
this year.

A series of archaeol ogi cal surveys and
site investigations were conducted by the Corps in
conjunction with this construction, including the

wor k at VT98.
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Testing of VI98 was initiated by the

Corps in Novenber 2000 to address the area of
potential direct and indirect construction inpacts
of channel w dening and to obtain sufficient
I nformation on the site to develop a mtigation plan
In the event that construction inpacts could not be
avol ded.

Al'l work was conducted by Coast al
Envi ronnents under contract to the Corps. Site
testing has confirnmed that VT98 is a significant
mul ti-conponent Prehistoric site containing cultural
deposits dating to the Pal eo-1ndian through Late
Prehi storic Period.

As a result of this testing, it was
determned that the area of direct construction
| npacts al ong the west bank of the channel does not
contain any in-situ archaeol ogi cal deposits.

Original channel construction in 1965
| npacted the site to such an extent that no intact
ar chaeol ogi cal deposits remained i medi ately
adj acent to the existing channel.

Test excavation of this eastern-nost
portion of VT98, which is on the west bank of the
channel , included 12 backhoe trenches, excavation of

three 2 neter by 2 neter units, 12 shovel tests and
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a magnetoneter survey to identify subsurface

f eat ures.

The Texas SHPO concurs that no
additional site testing or data recovery is
necessary for this disturbed portion of the VT98.

Testing of the remainder of the site
identified the extensive nortuary conplex that is
t he subject of current interest. No previous site
testing had identified burials at VT98.

When it becane apparent that extensive
human remai ns were present and that both direct and
I ndi rect construction inpacts to the nortuary
portion of the site could be avoided, the decision
was made by the Corps to cease excavation at the end
of March 2001. A coordination neeting with the SHPO
was held on May 8, 2001.

At that tinme, approximately five to
six burials had been excavated and approxi mately 25
burials were exposed. The Corps recommended that no
further excavation be conducted and that no
addi tional burials be renoved.

Despite the fact that this portion of
the site woul d not be inpacted by construction, the
SHPO denmanded that all open units be conpletely

excavated and all exposed burials be excavated and
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renoved.

This resulted in the excavation of
approximately 70 additional burials. The SHPO
concurred that no new excavation units would be
opened. This nodified work was conpl eted by Coast al
in July.

At the conclusion of excavation, the
open units were carefully backfilled and the site
was fenced by DuPont. On June 18, 2001, a neeting
was held with the SHPO and DuPont to address how t he
site collection would be handl ed.

As steward of the site, DuPont
expressed concern over disposition of the hunman
remai ns and requested coordination with Native
Anericans in this regard.

The SHPO endorsed this request and
requested the Corps initiate Native Anmerican
consultation. Native Anerican consultation was not
initiated by the Corps for VI98 prior to this point
because previ ous NAGPRA coordi nati on of Gal veston
District federally-owned collections had failed to
Identify tribes wlling to consult on either our
col l ections or our projects.

Nati ve American consultation under

36CFR800 was initiated for VI98 in July 2001 with
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federal | y-recogni zed tri bes based on geographi cal
proximty of historic tribal range to the Texas
coast, known historic presence or incursion along
t he Texas coast or at the request of the tribe.

The first neeting wth tribes was held
February the 12th, 2002, in Victoria. |In addition,
because of the public interest in this project, a
public outreach programwas initiated in January of
this year to provide information and solicit
coments fromthe public. This neeting tonight is
part of our outreach effort.

W will be neeting in the near future
with the Society for Anmerican Archaeol ogy, the Texas
Ar chaeol ogi cal Society and the Council of Texas
Ar chaeol ogi sts whom we have asked to consult wth us
on this project. W will look to these
organi zations to work with us to address technical
| ssues pertaining to the site.

In conclusion, the Corps is commtted
to producing a technical report of findings for this
project and will pay for accessioning of the
collection into an approved facility at the
di scretion of DuPont.

W are aware of the significance of

the site. The Doran report on the bioarchaeol ogi cal
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context of the site was prepared at the request of

Gal veston District and establishes the scientific
val ue of the collection.

Si nce Cctober we have pursued a
detailed inventory of non-nortuary artifacts from
the site. The geoarchaeol ogi cal and poll en anal yses
of the site are continuing, and background portions
of the technical report are under preparation.

Al interested parties will be heard.
At the concl usion of consultation and public
outreach, the Corps will weigh the concerns and
reconmendati ons of the SHPO DuPont, Native
Anmeri cans, scientists and the public in_determ ning
the nature and extent of further analysis to the
VT98 col l ection and human remains. The deci sion on
the I evel and extent of analysis and reporting rests
w th the Corps.

At this tinme, | would like to
recogni ze Dr. JimBruseth, Deputy State H storic
Preservation O ficer who w shes to nake a
presentati on.

DR. BRUSETH: Thank you. Let's see.
W will get this set up and -- there we go.

Col onel Waterworth and the Corps, |

appreci ate the opportunity to be here tonight to
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speak and say a few words about the Buckeye Knol |

Site, a site of imense inportance.

| amw th the Texas Hi storical
Comm ssion, part of the State governnent, and we are
the State agency for historic preservation | ooking
out for the interests of Texas in issues such as
this site that has such great historical potential,
ar chaeol ogi cal potenti al .

But what | want to do tonight is talk
about the Buckeye Knoll Site and give you the
perspective of the Texas Hi storical Comm ssion. And
l"mgoing to first start off talking a little bit
about the site. Dr. R cklis has done a very good
job of giving us an overview of the site.

I"mgoing to talk briefly about sone
of that, talk about a little bit bigger perspective
of the inportance of the site and then I want to
tal k about the role of ny agency, the Texas
H storical Comm ssion, and our position on this
particul ar project.

| should say that the issue before us
IS whether or not -- it is how nmuch, if any,
anal ysis shoul d take place on the collections that
we currently have. The Corps of Engi neers has made

the statenent that no deci sions have been nuade.
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It's the position of ny agency, the
Texas Hi storical Commssion, that a full analysis
needs to take place because there's so nmuch we can
| earn fromthe collection

Buckeye Knoll Site is the site of
| mrense i nportance. There's no doubt about that.

We | earned sone of that tonight fromDr. Ricklis.

The excavations that took place out
there were over a period of several nonths.

Consi derabl e suns of public funding went into this
project. The project was done under federal |aw and
regulations. And as a result, we all have an
opportunity and a requirenent, if we so choose to
exercise it, to offer our opinions of what shoul d
happen to the site.

The excavations were very carefully
excavated and a lot of great information was
obt ai ned. There's Buckeye Knoll down here in Texas.
The other sites that Dr. Ricklis conpared the site
to are the Carrier MIIs where sonmewhere between 160
and 170 burials were excavated and then the W ndover
site down in Florida where a cenetery was found in a
peat bog setting.

Al three sites are very, very

I nportant and it shows the Buckeye Knoll's
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| nportance in terns of archaeol ogi cal issues

content-wise in the United States. And I'll go
t hrough these fairly quickly.

But what can we | earn about the
excavations and the analysis -- the full analysis of
the artifacts of Buckeye Knoll, Dr. Ricklis has
tal ked about these and |I'lIl go through them just
briefly here with chronol ogy.

W have a very few nunber of
radi ocarbon dates, four radiocarbon dates for the
actual skeletal remains. There are indications that
t hey date nmuch earlier.

The site itself represents the ful
span -- nearly the full span of human history in
South Texas. A very inportant site that needs to be
fully anal yzed, fully reported upon and the
artifacts, the non-nortuary materials should be, |
t hi nk, nade available for display in the nuseum --
here in the new nuseum here at the coll ege.

We can | earn about the culture, diet
and the fitness of these people fromthe direct
study of the skeletal renmins.

We can | earn about the overall
popul ation growh over tinme with the full analysis

of the remains. Again, this is an unknown early
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culture that we didn't know existed until the

excavations uncovered the remains and the artifacts
of these people.

We can | earn about the social and
| deol ogi cal views of these people fromthe nortuary
patterns, fromthe materials they placed in the
graves, fromother artifacts that have been
excavated at the site, group novenents and trade.

Dr. Ricklis tal ked about nobility.
These people seemto have been | ess nobile or a
little bit nore settled than has been the
expectation in North American archaeology for this
time period. And wth |ooking at the different
artifacts, we can learn a | ot about trade.

Many of these objects that were buried
with these people were nmade out of exotic materials
that cane fromother places. And we can source
those artifacts and figure out where they have cone
from

W can al so | ook at hunting and
fishing and their economc patterns; how did these
people make a living. Al very inportant
ar chaeol ogi cal issues and questions that need to be
addressed to the full analysis of the site.

But there's nore. Dr. Rcklis tal ked
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about that out of all the human renmins that have

been found, the human skel etons that have been found
worl dwi de fromthis tinme period or earlier, Buckeye
Knol | represents an astoundi ng ei ght percent. That
Is truly incredible to see that kind of a sanple
fromthis |ocation in Texas.

And wth that sanple of human renmains,
you have the ability to begi n addressi ng sone ot her
ki nds of issues that are big, broad issues that
relate to kind of w de archaeol ogi cal problens
I nvolving in sone cases the peopling of North
Aneri ca.

The current ideas and theories of how
people got into the North American continent are
changing fairly dramatically. W' re beginning to
see that it is a nore conplex picture of people
comng into the North Anerican continent, rather
than just sinply the Bering Strait |and bridge
com ng across North Aneri ca.

Some peopl e are beginning to suggest
there are other avenues, such as perhaps people
comng in fromEurope into the North Anerican
conti nent.

Sone of the evidence that sone people

are using is sone of the very earliest skeletal
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remai ns. \Wien you |l ook at them-- and this is the

facial reconstruction of the Pal eo-Indian man from
the Kennew ck Site -- they have sonewhat
Eur opean-1| ooki ng characteristics to them

The whol e i ssue about how peopl e got
into the North American continent, how they noved
around is -- is a very hotly debated topic area of
Anmeri can Archaeol ogy.

The sanpl e for Buckeye Knoll may wel |
have a chance to answer or at |east address sone of
t hose questions. W need to do the full analysis to
see what kinds of information the site contains to
hel p | ook at sonme of the broader questions.

Ckay. What | want to do nowis talk
about what is the Texas Hi storical Comm ssion's
role. And as | go through this, ny talk is going to
get alittle bit drier because |I"'mgoing to talk
about sone of the facts of the case, sone of the
| egal positions in the case. But it's inportant to
get this information out to you.

The Texas Hi storical Comm ssion
functions as what's called SHPO That's the State
Hi storic Preservation Oficer. That's how we're
involved in this. It is created by a federal |aw,

the National H storic Preservation Act, that
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basi cal |y says, every state, you will have a State
H storic Preservation Oficer who gives the views of
the state in issues involving the federal governnent
in that state.

So, our role is to provide our views
to the Corps of Engineers involving in this case the
Buckeye Knoll Site.

In our state Larry Caks is the State
H storical Preservation Oficer, and |I'mthe Deputy
State Hi storic Preservation officer.

The National Hi storic Preservation Act
is the law -- the federal law that is governing
this. It's not -- sone people seemto think that a
| aw cal | ed NAGPRA, Native Anerican G aves Protection
and Repatriation Act, is the one that's playing
here. It is not. That lawis off the table. It is
the National Hi storic Preservation Act of 1966.

It's a federal |aw

A specific section of it called
Section 106 requires federal agencies, such as the
Corps of Engineers, to consider and -- and try to
protect or otherw se investigate inportant
archaeol ogi cal and historical sites and buil di ngs
that they're going to affect by their projects.

Qur project is the Victoria Barge
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Canal, the wdening of it. Section 106 cones into
play. The federal governnent has devel oped
regul ations that spell out exactly how they, the
State Hi storic Preservation Ofice, and others, wl|
work to try and protect and consider the effects of
| nportant historical archaeol ogical sites in federal
projects. Those regul ations are 36CFR800. Those
spell out the steps. Basically, this overall thing
IS a consultation/negotiation process.

Now, | want to tal k about specifically
what is our position of the Texas Historical
Comm ssion in this case. Archaeol ogi cal work at
Buckeye Knoll|l is data recovery, not eval uation.
Critical distinction. | don't have the tinme to go
into for everyone the background of this, but
basically this was data recovery that was taking
pl ace out at the site.

The site itself had been decl ared
eligible for the National Register back in 1997,
And we have this docunment right here in the upper
right. If you read this part of it, this is a Corps
of Engi neer docunent sent to us in year 2000 that
says in sunmary, "Site 41VT98 has been determ ned
eligible for the National Register of historic

pl aces."
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Agai n, that designation took place in

1997 through letter exchange between the Corps of
Engi neers and the Texas Hi storical Conm ssion. So
we're beyond testing. W're beyond eval uati on.

That work was done prior to 1997. It encountered a
few human remains at the site. The recent work was
doing the recovery work out there.

Under Section 106 the decision on
analysis -- and we heard that tonight -- is the
Corps's decision and not DuPont's. |'ve heard it
said before that the ultinmate decision after the
Corps nakes a decision is with DuPont. The federal
regul ati ons we're working under, Section 106
regul ations, says it's the Corps of Engineers. They
do not nention private | andowners.

The private | andowners of sites such
as this get to determ ne what's going to happen to
the artifacts but the regulations are very clear
it's the federal agency that nakes the final
deci sion on whether or not -- the |evel of analysis
that takes place. And it's our position that the
deci sion has already been made for full analysis.

And I'm going to explain how we take
that position. This is a docunent -- a | egal

docunent under that Section 106 process when we are
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negotiating. And when we cone to agreenent between

us and the Corps, we outline our agreenent in a
docunent that's called a programmtic agreenent that
basi cal |y says we agree here is what's going to
happen to archaeol ogical sites that are encountered
in the Victoria Barge Canal. You can see right here
t he progranmati c agreenent between the Corps of
Engi neers, the State Hi storical Preservation
Society, the Advisory Council of H storic
Preservations and anot her federal agency that
oversees the process concerning the Channel to
Victoria Project. That's the docunent that
conpl eted the Section 106 consultation back in 1990
and basically outlined here is what's going to
happen on that barge canal when archaeol ogi cal sites
are encountered; here is how the Corps of Engi neers
IS going to deal with them

We have anot her docunent here that was
submtted to us in Decenber of 2000 that basically
says -- the Corps of Engineers says that they were
going to -- what they thought inpacted the Buckeye
Knoll site, and they submtted to us an
ar chaeol ogi cal data recovery plan for site 41VT98.

So, clearly, the Corps of Engineers

paper work shows that we are beyond the eval uation
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phase; it's clearly into data recovery, which is a

part of these projects where they go in and do
| ar ge- scal e excavations, recover as nuch information
as you can find.

W have anot her docunent here which is
the data recovery plan. According to that
programmati c agreenent, that basic docunent for the
barge canal, it says that when the Corps of
Engineers is going to inpact the site, they need to
go to the State Historic Preservation Oficer and
present this to them a plan of what they want to do
with that archaeological site. This is Page 12 of
it. And basically that plan said we're going to do
full analysis of all the materials including, it
says here, all human bone el enents will be exam ned
by a qualified archaeol ogi st and snmall quantities
w ||l be subject to isotope analysis as well as
radi ocarbon date. And it's the position of the
Texas Hi storical Commssion this is the docunent
that is governing legally. W believe this is the
gover ni ng docunent that the decision on analysis has
been made for this particular site.

There is further guidance that's
referenced in that programmati c agreenent that

pertains to the issue of the human remai ns and how
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they deal with them |[It's inportant that | point
this out because ny agency feels this is very, very
| nportant that we see full analysis of the
incredible artifacts that come fromthis site.

At the sane tine, we are very
sensitive to the concerns of Native Anmericans who
see their ancestors having been excavated and are
now sitting in boxes in a |aboratory. W are
concerned about that, too. W feel |like all those
remains need to be reinterred at sone point in tine.
We want that period of tinme for analysis to be as
short as possible and that they go back into the
ground at a suitable tinme to be reburied.

Thi s gui dance here fromthe federal
governnment hel ps us determ ne how we handl e t hese
ki nds of human renmains. And the part of it here
says that scientific studies -- where scientific
study is done, the need for study does not outweigh
the need to respect the concerns of such
descendants. The re-burial should occur w thout
prior study.

The second part of this is, we feel --
and this is the federal governnent's counsel how we
handl e this -- the scientific research involving

human renmai ns and graves outwei ghs any objections
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t he descendants nay have to decide they should not
be reburied but should be curated in perpetuity for
st udy.

That's the federal governnent telling
us what they recommend on these kinds of cases. W
don't believe human renai ns, associated artifacts
shoul d not be reburied. W think they should be
reburied but we certainly agree with the federal
governnent's gui dance here, that they should be
st udi ed.

| think it's absolutely clear that we
made the case for Buckeye Knoll that it's of immense
scientific inportance here and that the scientific
research value of it dictates, the second half of
t his paragraph, that there should be full analysis
that takes place with these artifacts so the story
of an ancient culture that no | onger exists, that
these stories be told to all people |iving today.
Thank you.

COLONEL WATERWORTH: At this point |
would like to invite elected officials to speak.

Judge Wal ker, | believe you're the
only elected official that's chosen to speak.

JUDGE WALKER: Thank you. Thank you

very much, Col onel Waterworth, and -- and thank you
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all for the presentations this evening. | think |

speak on behalf of the large majority of the people
in the audience in that we feel that this is such a
vital, vital find, that scientific study nust take
place. It could inpact not only our part of the
wor|l d and Texas history but the history of the
entire worl d.

W urge that the hunman renai ns be
treated with utnost respect and ultimately returned
to a dignified burial; but that the scientific study
of those remains and the artifacts be done to the
satisfaction of the scientific community so that the
hi story of these people who lived in our part of
Texas so many thousands of years ago may tell us
their secrets before they go to their final resting
pl ace. Thank you.

COLONEL WATERWORTH:  Are there any
other elected officials that would |ike to nake
cooments? | would like to now call on the general
public to make conments.

To assi st each speaker, we're going to
keep track of tinme and give you three mnutes. |
have a sign. |If you could stand up, please. Wen
you get to 30 seconds out, the two and a half

m nutes, we'll show you the sign. And we woul d ask
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you to keep your comments down to three m nutes.
That will give everybody a chance to get up and nmake
conment s.

If we can finish those comments, then

we'll go to questions and answers. So at this point
we have a list of nanes and we'll call people
forward. | would ask you to nove to the m crophone

and nmake your conments in this presentation.

M5. MURPHY: Before you begin
speaki ng, woul d you please identify yourself by your
full nane.

Annette Arkeketa. To save tine,
Annette will go first but I1'll call the second
speaker so that you can be ready. The next speaker
after Annette will be Margaret Howard.

M5. ANNETTE ARKEKETA: M/ nane is

Annette Arkeketa Redon. | am Native Aneri can. [ ' 'm

not a science project. And | want you all to
under st and t hat.

NAGPRA does apply in this situation.

That was told to you erroneously. There's still a
debat e about that and we will seek to go on with
t his.

These collections that you're

|istening to, that they're tal ki ng about, these are
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human bei ngs that were placed in the grave nmuch |ike
your own people, and they were not put there for you
to rob, for your entertai nment, for your hobby, for
you to collect and to deci de on.

You do not own Native Anerican people.
We have not given you that right, and I'mhere to
make sure you understand that. Thank you.

M5. MURPHY: After Margaret Howard
wi |l be Ki m Cox.

M5. MARGARET HOMRD: Hello. |I'm
Margaret Howard. |'mthe president of the Texas
ar chaeol ogi cal Society. W have been invited to
beconme a consulting partner due to our 75-year
hi story of interest in the archaeol ogy of Texas.
Could I have a brief show of hands of TAS nenbers in
the room please? | would encourage those of you
who have an opportunity to look into this group.

We are keenly interested in this site.
Many of our nenbers have submtted |etters and
e-mails on this issue. However, | nust say that
there are sone diversity of opinions anong our
menbers. There are a few things on which we
basi cal |y agree.

The first of these is that the

resolution that the TAS board passed in January, a
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year ago, we support respect for all human graves,
bot h marked and unmarked, on public or private | and.
So, this would be one of our primary interests.

W are deeply concerned -- this is the
current board -- that the cenetery at VT98 may have
been excavated although it |lay outside of the area
of inpact. | think we've heard a couple of
different versions of how sone conmuni cations may
have been m sdirected and that was the result.

Now, be that as it may, one of the
basic tenets of the Texas Archaeol ogical Society is
that if you dig sonething up, you nust study it and
report it. This is what TAS is all about and has
been about ever since the beginning.

So, we believe that this basic
princi ple governs what we would recomend in this
case; that because these materials have been
renoved, for whatever reason that may have happened,
that they nust be fully studied according to federal
| aw and according to the Programmati c Agreenent and
t he Advisory Council on H storic Preservation's
Qui dance on Human Remai ns. Thank you.

M5. MJURPHY: Ckay. After Kim Cox, we
have three individuals. | would repeat that you

cannot -- two now? (kay. Each one of you wants
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t hree m nutes?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (One st at enent.

M5. MURPHY: Ch, okay. Well, you guys
are next after M. Cox.

MR KIMCOX: M nane is KimCox. |'m
an attorney from Corpus Christi. There was a
statenent nade that there have been no previous site
testing that had identified human renains. |
believe that that is an incorrect statenent.

| think the Corps of Engi neers knew
that there was potentially human remains at this
site prior to the tinme that the first shovel |oad of
dirt was ever taken out of it.

The second thing | would like to do
IS -- | note that Bob Ricklis has been sonmewhat
gagged in his coments by the Corps of Engineers,
and | would like to thank people |ike Ji mBruseth,
Tom Hester and Margaret Howard for carrying the
torch so that they can speak about the inportance of
the site when Dr. R cklis could not. So thank you
guys very nuch.

M5. MURPHY: Allston Thons will be
next .

Fel | ows, pl ease give us your nanes.
kay?
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MR, DAVID LARA: |'m David Lara.

MR, JESSE MARTINEZ: |'m Jesse
Marti nez.

MR. DAVID LARA: W feel that the
ar chaeol ogy of Native Anericans shoul d be done
because we have the urge to | earn about artifacts,
but we should |l et the archaeol ogi sts exam ne t hi ngs.
But | think we should let the Indians decide what to
do with the bones because there still wll be sone
(inaudible) in the area (inaudible) but I don't know
where he is because | was brought up -- | know ny
heritage and (i naudi ble) how they feel about things
l'i ke this. \

MR, JESSE MARTI NEZ: (I naudi ble) I
shoul d have the right to (inaudible and
I nconpr ehensi bl e) .

That we shoul d respect a hunman bei ng
and not like an animal. | think you should | eave
this alone and it would be better. Thank you.

M5. MJURPHY: Thank you. After Allston
Thons, Sister Elizabeth Ri ebschlaeger. D d |
pronounce that correctly?

MR, ALLSTON THOVSE: M/ nane is Allston
Thonms. | teach anthropol ogy at Texas A&M

University. However, |I'mhere today as, in essence,
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a nessenger for the Society for Anerican

Archaeol ogy, and I'mgoing to read into the record a
statenent that the President of the Society for

Aneri can Archaeol ogy, Robert Kelley, has witten to
Col onel WAt erwort h.

It says, "Dear Col onel Waterworth:

The Society for Anerican Archaeol ogy, SAA, very nuch
appreci ates the opportunity to participate as a
consulting party in Section 106 consultations
concerning the Channel to Victoria Project.”

"We understand that a neeting of the
consulting parties will be scheduled in March, and
we | ook forward to working with your staff and wth
representatives of the other consulting parties.

Qur representative at this neeting wll be Lynn
Sebastian, SAA Government Affairs Commttee Chair
and President-elect of the society."

"Dr. Sebastian is a forner State
H storic Preservation Oficer in New Mexico and is a
nationally recogni zed expert on Section 106
conpliance. W hope that her experience and
expertise wll be helpful to the parties in
resol ving sone of the difficult issues that have
ari sen concerning this undertaking.

"Sonme of the itens that SAA would |i ke

UNITED - WOMACK REPORTING - A LEGALINK COMPANY - (713) 426-0400

Page 53



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R B RBP RBR R R R R R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O » W N P O

HEARING

to see discussed at the consulting party neetings
are several Section 106 conpliance issues that are
still unclear to us. The Corps' plans for further
consultation wth both federally-recogni zed Native
Anerican tri bes and ot her possi bl e descendant
communities, cultural affiliation issues for human
remai ns and other materials at 41VT98, the
scientific significance of the site, and possible
solutions to the problens that arise from
conflicting values attributed to the site.

"We realize that the issues
surrounding this site and the naterials that have

been renoved fromit are difficult and enotionally

charged and that the Corps is doing its best to deal

fairly and respectfully with all of the concerns of
consulting partners. G ven the exceptional

scientific significance of the site, the Corps

trust responsibilities to Native Anerican tribes and

t he agency stewardship responsibilities under the

Nati onal H storic Preservation Act, the decisions to

be nmade are conpl ex ones.

"We thank you for allowing SAAto

participate and consult as a consulting party. And

we hope that our participation will be of materi al

assi stance to you in resolving issues surroundi ng
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t hi s undertaking." Thank you.

M5. MURPHY: (Ckay. After Sister
El i zabeth R sbschl aeger will be Fl oyd Easterwood.

SI STER ELI ZABETH RI EBSCHLAEGER My
nane is Elizabeth Ri ebschlaeger, and |I' m speaki ng
sinply as a teacher and a citizen.

|''mvery happy to see so nany peopl e
interested in this fromso many different
viewpoints. But |I'malso very happy to see the
respect being shown to one another and the val ues
that all have evolved fromtheir own viewpoints.

As an educator, | think it's extrenely
| nportant that the studies continue but also that
human renmai ns be respect ed.

And |'m happy to see that the plans to
rebury them are being supported by so nmany
I ndi vidual s and groups in this room Thank you.

M5. MURPHY: After Floyd Easterwood
will be den Doran.

MR. FLOYD EASTERWOOD: Hi, |I'm Fl oyd
Easterwood. |'m Vice President of the Lone Star
Archeol ogical Society. And we think this is an
extrenely inportant site to involve clearly
everyone's presence here tonight, so | won't waste

nmy time delving into that.
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But since -- we all did originate in
the past at one tine or another as hunters and
gatherers and we all have a strong heritage that we
can fall back on and relate to. And these renmains
have al ready been dug. $900,000 of tax noney has
been al ready spent. The site should be fully
anal yzed, the various goods and the burials, and can
be reinterred respectfully with full docunentation
and anal ysis occurring. Thank you.

M5. MURPHY: After Gen Doran wll be
Ruth Mari e.

MR. GLEN DORAN: |'m G en Doran from
Florida State University. For the |last 30 years or
so | have been involved in archaeol ogy i n Texas,
California and Florida and a coupl e of other places
around the worl d.

If we look at the total inventory of
sites in North Anerica, we probably know about
500, 000 archaeol ogical sites. In the last 30 years
| put together an inventory of about 400 sites that
contai n human skeletal material and |east 50 or so
I ndi vi dual s per site.

So, when you | ook at the broad
pi cture, Buckeye Knoll is really an incredible

opportunity for us to understand nore about early
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human biology. And that's really what we're doing

when we study human skeletal material. W're asking
guestions about what were individual people's lives

like in the past. And there sinply is no other way

to get that information.

One of the other things that you
shoul d renenber is by the study of human skel et al
material, it also provides us information that has
direct application in the nodern day in terns of
di seases, accidents and fortunately it's al so used
in forensic studies where we have to identify
skel etal material for nodern crine. So there's a
| arge network of information we can get from
studying sites like this.

And it really is a once in alifetine
chance so we should do a full analysis. And | don't
t hi nk anybody has any issue with doing re-burial at
the appropriate tinme. Thank you.

M5. MJURPHY: After -- after Ruth Marie
will be Tom Hester.

M5. RUTH MARIE: M/ nane is Ruth
Marie, and |'mgetting into archaeology late in ny
life. And it was a great thing to follow up with
Dr. Doran because | wanted to quote a little bit

fromhis report here.
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One of the things that | have | earned
I s what a trenendous source bones tell us. And |
think what they said in the report, that human
skel etal material and the information it provides,
has | ong been recogni zed as one of the nost
| nportant conponents of the archaeol ogi cal record.
It's all true.

The second thing that | would like to
gquote fromthe report is that it is inportant to do
an analysis rigorously and with thorough
I nvestigation and to sinply do a sinple neasurenent
of the bones is inadequate. And anything nore than
that should really |ook forward to what these bones
have to tell us. Wen | think about these bones,
"' mthinking about the people whose bones they are.

Because | see ny ancestors as saying,
"You don't know ny history. How are you going to
find out about ne if you don't analyze ny bones?"

The last thing here about this is,

statistically speaking, is that these will give us a

good, broad background in the nunber of individuals,
749, that are here. One of the things | learned in
ny thesis work was that with statistics, single

nunbers don't count. What counts is when you got a

group of them And that's one of the inportant
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t hi ngs al so about this study froma scientific

viewpoint, is that it gives us a good statistical
background. Thank you.

M5. MJURPHY: After Tom Hester will be
Jam e Warren.

MR TOM HESTER. |'m Tom Hester, an
archaeol ogi st in Texas. | am speaking as the
Chai rman of the South Texas Archaeol ogi cal
Associ ati on headquartered in San Antoni o. Those of
you who are nenbers here, would you raise your
hands? Thank you.

It is the second | argest professional
and avocational organization in the state fornmed 29
years ago. It has many nenbers here in the coastal
plains especially in Victoria County such as E. A
Smedlin and Bill Birm ngham who have done | egendary
wor k for Texas archaeol ogy.

The STAA has sent a letter to Col onel
Wat erworth dated sonetine ago. | never received a
coment. W requested consulting party status.
That was denied us. It was given to the Society for
Aneri can Archaeol ogy, which is totally professional,
to the Council of Texas Archaeol ogists which is all
prof essional and political and to the TAS, which we

were very glad to see.
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| -- the STAA supports full analysis
of these materials, full artifact analysis, full
skel etal anal ysi s.

| would further add that the letter
read by Professor Thons fromthe SAA m srepresents
the SAA position. The president of the SAA who |
have known for many years wote to Col onel
Wat erworth on January the 7th, and he stated if the
Corps now all ows that recovered nmaterials be buried
W t hout analysis, the agency will have failed to
neet the terns of the | egally-binding agreenent that
was signed in conpliance with Section 106. Even
worse, the Corps will have actually caused far nore
adverse effects to the site than woul d have been
caused by the undertaking whose effects the Corps
originally set out to mtigate. Thank you.

M5. MURPHY: After Jame Warren is
Li nda Wbl ff.

M5. JAM E WARREN:. Thank you for the
opportunity to address this assenbly. [|I'mJame
Warren, president of the Junior H storians, Victoria
Crane Mddle School. It is very hard to question
whet her the site should be studied further or not
because the obvious answer is yes. |, along with ny

fellow junior historians at Crane M ddle School, see
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t he col ossal anount of information that can be

gathered at an archaeological site. The possibility
of history being rewitten all the way back to the
time of early man i s dependi ng on your deci sion.

This information is both inportant and
critical to us today as well as generations to cone.
| speak for a group of young people in Victoria that
appreciate the information that such an
ar chaeol ogi cal dig has uncovered. There is
experi ence and hands-on know edge through forging
ahead on this project and the excavation of the
site. Please elect to proceed with this very
| nportant project. Thank you. \

M5. MURPHY: After Linda WIff is
Mari e Brown.

M5. LINDA WOLFF: |'m Linda WlIff.
|"'m Chairman of the Victoria County Hi storical
Comm ssion. | am nmandated by our County
Comm ssioners Court and County Judge Hel en Wl ker
and by the Texas Historical Comm ssion to protect
the historical resources of our county.

| urge that you do a full scientific
anal ysis of the remains at this site. They can be
returned for proper burial. | expect it to be done

wth full respect; but | think that we can do
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not hing better than a full scientific study.

| would Iike all those who are nenbers
of the Victoria County Hi storical Conm ssion that
are present to please raise your hands and those who
support full analysis again raise your hand. Thank
you.

M5. MAUREEN BROMWN: Hello. M nane is
Maureen Brown. A |lot of archaeol ogi sts know ne as
Mb. | amthe director of the Museum of the Coast al
Bend at Victoria College, and it's a brand-new
regi onal history nmuseum bei ng devel oped ri ght here
on canpus.

W are very, very excited to have this
opportunity to share our history in the region, not
just Victoria, wwth the coomunity. And | believe
that this would be very, very inportant if the
skel etal analysis and artifacts analysis and a
conpl ete analysis were perfornmed so that we could
tell this very inportant story for future
generations. Thank you.

M5. MURPHY: (Okay. Those are all the
regi stered speakers we have. |s there anyone we
have m ssed or anyone who would like to speak?

Ckay.

At this point intinme we will start in
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on the questions. |If -- if the question was

answered in the presentations, | amnot going to --
to include it.

W have sone questions that are really
directed to DuPont and we w il not be addressing
t hose as wel .

W're holding the -- the questions

that pertain to technical aspects of the work. If
there's time, we wll |let our Coastal Environnents
f ol ks answer those. If we don't have tinme, we wll

post answers on our Wb site.
(The foll owm ng questions were read and
answers were given by Ms. Carolyn Mirphy.)

QUESTI ON: "Havi ng adversely affected
one of the nost significant sites in North Anmerica,
why is the Corps considering returning the artifacts
W t hout conducting the anal yses that would mtigate
this adverse effect and which they are obligated to
conpl ete under their legally binding Programatic
Agreenent with the State of Texas?"

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That's the U. S.
Arny.

M5. MJURPHY: Answer: W are
conducting consultations and public outreach as is

required by federal regulation to obtain input from
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all publics.

W are dealing with a nunber of
different interests and groups and we are obligated
to obtain their input before we make a fi nal
deci si on.

QUESTION:  "When the burials were
di sturbed, was there a "stop work order" issued by
t he Corps of Engi neers?"

ANSVER: This one, | think, we're
going to have to post on the Wb site. | know there
was notification of the SHPO. | do not believe we
st opped work but we will check on that.

QUESTI O\ "Why shoul d deterioration
of these bones be prevented when the act of burial
shows a clear intent to becone dust?"

ANSWER: As long as we are in
possession of the collection, we are obligated to
maintain it and to preserve it and to not allow it
to deteriorate.

QUESTI ON:  "The scope of study states
that the Corps wll submt all human bone el enents
for full analysis. Wy would the Corps commt to
this before Native Anmerican consultation?"”

ANSVER:  Well, | shouldn't have read

this one. W answered it.
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W did not initiate a consultation
Wi th Native Anericans on VT98 before the work began

because to that point in tinme w had not identified

any tribes who had expressed an interest to consult.

W now do have tribes who have
expressed an interest to consult, and we have
initiated that consultation.

QUESTION:. "What is the tinetable for
Cor ps deci si on-nmaki ng? How nmany nore neetings wll
there be with Native Anericans and with the public
bef ore deci di ng?"

ANSVER:  You know we're going to have
as many neetings as we need to have to ensure that
everyone has had an opportunity to participate and
provi de their comrents.

| amsure that there wll be several

nore neetings wth the consulting parties, including

the Native Anericans and the SAA, TAS and CTA

groups. How many that wll be and exactly when this

process will end, | can't tell you at this tine.
COLONEL WATERWORTH:  Let ne address
that. As you've already heard this evening, |'ve
got to nake a very tough decision. And |I've got to
take into respect -- |I've got to take all the data

that | can possibly collect that | feel confortable
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wth that | can nmake a smart decision. That's why
we're here tonight, so | can hear you, so | can neke
a smart deci sion.

The process will go on until |'m
sure that |'ve heard fromall of those that are
interested in this project. Based on that
I nformati on, based on the | egal requirenent of the
process, based on the advice | get fromthe SHPQO, |
wi | I make a deci sion.

"' mnot going to give you an
exact tinme line because |I'mnot sure all of the
i nformation, all the consulting, when that's going
to be done.

But the bottomline is |I've got
to be satisfied that | have the information to nake
a good, inforned deci sion.

| know a lot of you would like a
specific date. |I'mnot going to give that to you
until 1've run the process.

M5. MURPHY: QUESTION: "Wy have the
posters and Dr. R cklis wholly ignored the Early
Archai c, Late Pal eo-Indian cenetery?" Allow Dr.
Ricklis to describe it.

| think that's been done.

MR. HESTER Referring to
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Illustrations of graves and the artifacts which the
artifacts, if they were illustrated, would provide
t he audi ence an even greater elenent of inportance
as well as the current ones.

M5. MURPHY: QUESTION:.  "Wen
specifically did the Corps contact Native Anmerican
groups and who specifically did they contact?"

ANSVWER: Qur initial contact was in
July of 2001. And the tribes that were contacted
are the Al abama Coushatta Tribe of Texas, the
Al abama Quassarte Tribal Town, the Chickasaw Nati on,
t he Coushatta Tri be of Louisiana, the Caddo Indian
Tri be, the Comanche | ndian Tribe, Mescal ero Apache

Tri be and Li pan, Tonkawa I ndian Tribe, Wchita and

Affiliated tribes, Poarch Band of the Creek, and the

Ki ckapoo.
QUESTION:  "Is the Corps considering

reburyi ng human remai ns and the grave goods prior to

conpl ete analysis and reporting? |If so, why?"
ANSVWER: At this point in tine, as

Col onel Waterworth has said, no decision has been

made. W are hearing all points of viewand this is

certainly one of them So, at this point, we are
| ooking at all possibilities.
QUESTI ON: "Does the Corps consi der
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this neeting to conply with the Section 106

requi rement for consultation with the public? Does
the Corps intend to hold any other public neetings
regarding this site?"

ANSWER:  This certainly is in
conpliance with the public outreach requirenent of
Section 106. | don't know at this tine if we're
going to have another large public neeting like this
one. | think this is an incredible turnout and I
t hi nk we have provided a terrific anmount of
i nformation for your consideration. | guess we'll
see in the next weeks or nonths if there's need for
anot her neeting like this. \

QUESTION:  "Wiere are the pictures of
the other artifacts that were found, Waco sinkers
and banner st ones?"

ANSVER: Wl |, we do have sone
illustrations up on our Wb site.

QUESTION:  "Since data recovery
excavati ons have been conpleted at VT98, have al
adverse inpacts been conpletely mtigated so that
future construction by the Corps nay cause direct
| npact to the site wthout incurring additional
ar chaeol ogi cal investigations?”

ANSWER: There are no adverse effects
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to the portion of the site that contains intact

remai ns, and we did not conduct mtigation.

W have -- there is nothing that we
can foresee -- the Corps can foresee that woul d
require further inpact to the site, and we have no
plans at this tinme to do any further work at the
site or to inpact it in any way.

"Il repeat. The portion of the site
that we did inpact by channel w dening did not
contain intact archaeol ogi cal renains.

QUESTI ON:  "Does the Corps concede
t hat while DuPont owns all of the materials
recovered fromthe site and has the ultimte
authority to decide their disposition, the Corps has
the responsibility for analysis report and
curation?"

ANSVEER: As we have indicated, we
w Il nmake a decision. W are commtted to producing
a technical report of findings. The nature and
extent of analysis is what is being -- is what is
under di scussion, and we have certainly agreed to
pay for curation should that be DuPont's deci sion.

QUESTION: " Since the Buckeye Knol |
prehistoric burial site at DuPont is so significant

on a local and state, national and international
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| evel , why were Native Anericans, the broad

ar chaeol ogi cal public, whose responsibility is in
protecting sites, and the general public not

i nformed during and just after the excavati ons of
the remai ns took place?"

ANSWER: W' ve al ready di scussed why
there was not Native American consultation or
coor di nati on.

At the tinme of excavation and
I medi ately following it, realizing the significance
of the site, | was very nuch concerned with the
know edge that there are a nunber of additi onal
burials at the site. Site security was a critical
I ssue to both the Corps and DuPont, and we
deli berately did not pursue any publicity about the
site because of concerns for protecting it.

QUESTION. "If this site and the
remains are one of the oldest in North Anerica, do
they, therefore, predate any possible tribal
identity relative to tribal groups as they exi st
t oday?"

ANSWER: That is a possibility but as
the -- the point has been nmade, we are not pursuing
this site under NAGPRA. The coordi nation of the

site under NAGPRA, determ nation of affiliation is
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critical. Under Section 106, there is not a
requi rement to denonstrate affiliation, and any
tri be can consult.

QUESTION: "Wy is the Corps of
Engi neers not spendi ng any noney on anal ysi s?"

ANSWER: W are conducti ng sone
anal ysis that was di scussed this evening and we are
wor king on the report. The issue, obviously, is
what are we going to do with the human remai ns? And
at this point intine there is no analysis being
conducted on the human renains.

QUESTION. "If the Texas Historical
Comm ssi on/ SHPO cannot uphol d conpliance wth
Section 106, who can ensure that the Corps wl|
foll ow through with contractual agreenents, the
Progranmati c Agreenent and data recovery plan?”

ANSVER: Wl |, we feel that we are
conplying with the law in what we're doing and as
nost of you are probably aware, if in the end we
cannot reach concurrence with the SHPO, the -- the
matter will be referred to the Advisory Counci l
And under the regulation there is a procedure for
review and el evation of the project.

QUESTION:  "What are the plans for

t hese remai ns and why shoul d DuPont determ ne the
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fate of the collection?"

ANSWER:  DuPont owns the land that the
site is located on. They are the steward of the
site and the collection that has resulted fromit
and the disposition of that collection is ultimately
t hei r deci si on.

QUESTION. "At the recent consultation
neeting, why did the Corps ask Native Anericans if
they preferred no analysis when it already had
signed a Programmati c Agreenent and the research
desi gn devel oped under that agreenent that called
for full analysis?"

ANSVWER: I n the neeting with the
tribes, we -- we presented all possible anal yses
that could be appropriately pursued with that
coll ection and the range of possible solutions that
could result, so we did not, in effect, offer up no
anal ysi s.

W | ooked at the entire range and the
entire kind of selection of analyses that could be
per f or med.

QUESTION:  "If the public, including
Nati ve Anericans and archaeol ogi sts, were not
all owed to know and | earn about VT98 because of site

security, then why weren't even Victoria officials
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and persons who have a vested interest in protecting
the site inforned early on? Was it not the Corps
obl i gation under 36CFR800 to identify consulting
parties up front and not after the fact of

expl orati on?"

ANSWER:  During excavation, the Corps
and DuPont were involved in ensuring the security of
the site and now since excavati on has ceased, DuPont
I's providing security for the site. |, quite
frankly, don't understand how ot her i ndividuals
coul d acconplish that.

Consultation is initiated to resol ve
I ssues and to provide additional information to the
deci si on-maker and the need for this did not arise
until the controversy surrounding this site resulted
i n that need.

W don't typically consult with other
parties in our day-to-day operations and
coordination wwth the state. W generally only
consult with the SHPO

QUESTION:  "Way did the Corps only
gi ve the general public one day's notice in the
Monday, February the 25th, Victoria Advocate article
of the public neeting when nost people woul d not

know t o check your Corps Wb site on this matter and
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since it's not only a Victoria issue?"

ANSWER: |t was posted on our Wb
site. It was published before the 25th in the | ocal
newspaper. W attenpted to spread word of this
neeting as best we could, and | think tonight's
turnout is a denonstration that an awful | ot of
peopl e got the nessage.

QUESTION:  "If the Corps does not
conply with its obligations to conduct anal yses on
all materials recovered fromits easenent with
DuPont under the terns of the 1990 agreenent between
t he Texas Historical Conm ssion, the Gal veston
District Corps and the Advisory Council and with the
Corps's data recovery plan devel oped for VT98, which
was approved by the SHPO, would it not set a
precedent for all future archaeol ogi cal permts and
future work on prehistoric and historic sites across
the State of Texas?

If the Corps can get away w th not
conplying in carrying out their obligations, then
w || everyone else hereinafter? Wat does that say
about the future of historic and prehistoric
preservation of the already under-worked --
under - prot ect ed and val uabl e resources?"

ANSWER: | will submt to you that we
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are not failing to conply wth federal |aw and
regul ations, that we are pursuing it.

W are pursuing the process of public
coordi nati on under 36CFR800, and there is absolutely
nothing in what we have done and propose to do that
woul d not conply with federal |aw and regul ati ons.
| cannot see that this in any way sets a precedent.
The precedent that we are followng is conpliance
with the | aws.

QUESTION:  "Since a large portion of
the site remains unexcavated and is known to contain
addi tional graves, what would it take to excavate
and anal yze that portion of the site?"

ANSWER: As |'ve already nentioned,
the Corps has no need or intention to conduct any
further work at the site.

QUESTION: "I understand that the
National H storic Preservation Act didn't exist
bef ore the canal was constructed but considering
t hat an avocational Archaeol ogi st knew about the
site in the 1950s, why wasn't extensive work done on
VT98 t hen?"

ANSWER: | have no idea why the site
was not pursued in the '50s. | do know t hat when |

canme to (Gal veston District and began working on the
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Channel to Victoria project in the early 1980s, |

was the person who first recorded -- formally
recorded VT98. Although it had been known for a
nunber of years to | ocal avocational archaeol ogi sts,
none of themhad formally recorded the site and so
officially there was no record of it until | believe
1982.

QUESTION:  "What was the first
I ndi cation that you had found an archaeol ogi cal
site?"

ANSWER: There were lithic flint
flakes and artifacts eroding fromthe bank of the
channel. As we have indicated, the site was cut by
initial construction of the channel and the
eastern-nost portion of the site was disturbed by
that initial channel construction.

QUESTION: "W all originated at sone
point in our past as hunters, gatherers who worked
by necessity closely with nature. W all have
common experiences in our past, hunting, fishing and
t he day-to-day use of anple material to nake our
weapons, dress, ornanentation and interpretation of
the world around us. Should not these renmains be
tested and anal yzed to see who these people were and

how they lived? This is a nonent of tine
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encapsul ated and partially preserved and it's world

hi story, not just America.

Should we |l earn what we can fromthis
site and then the remains should be reinterred?"

ANSVER: As we have di scussed, we have
identified all potential analyses that it nakes
sense to conduct on this collection. W are
certainly aware of that by |ooking at it, and we are
doi ng public coordination now to reach our final
deci sion on what will be done.

QUESTI ON: " $900, 000 of our tax
dol Il ars have been spent on this. Shouldn't we
follow through with this and not throw the tax noney
away ?"

ANSWER: As | have already stated, we
wi || produce a technical report of findings based on
t he excavation of the site, so the report wll --
the site will be recorded. | certainly don't see
all of the information that we have already gai ned
fromthe site as being |lost or throw ng away tax
noney.

QUESTION:  "Since no one can say with
surety just who these people were, whether Native
Ameri cans or European, with the unusual artifacts

found, the site demands to be studied; don't you
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think? This is not for us but for future

generations."

ANSWER: W certainly are | ooking at
all possibilities for the site.

M5. MURPHY: Dr. Ricklis is now going
to answer questions that are specifically about the
ar chaeol ogy of the site.

DR RICKLIS: (Reading)

QUESTI ON: "How do you know bi faci al
bl ades are cerenonial ? Wat is the National
Regi ster eligibility" -- which is not a technical
guestion. "How has the Native Anmerican conmunity
responded?"” \

ANSWER:  Well, | think I'lIl just take
the first one. "How do you know the bifacial blades
are cerenoni al ?"

| don't. I'mjust inferring it
because they're just too big and thin to have been
effectively used for common donestic tasks.

QUESTION:  "Yesterday's Victoria
Advocate reported that Jimmy Bl uhm of the Texas
H storical Conm ssion stated that there is a
possibility that the human renai ns di scovered on the
knol | are Europeans. |Is there any evidence of this

so far di scovered?"
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ANSVER: The answer to that woul d be

no. W' ve done absolutely no analysis on the human
remains at this point so we cannot comment on that.

QUESTION:  "What were the pl ant
resources that were inportant to the Archaic Native
Anericans according to flotation data fromthe VI98
excavati ons?"

ANSVWER:. So far we have not done
a flotation analysis, so | can't answer that.

Al t hough, we would infer that things, like I said in
the presentation, things |i ke pecans and tubers,
roots, seeds of various types could have been
significant food resources. \

QUESTION:  "Were there any marine fish
bones found at the Buckeye Knoll site; and if there
were, did you find any otoliths that could be
dat ed?"

ANSWER:  The first part of that
guestion, the answer is yes. There are marine fish
bones found in the m dden deposits. There are al so
freshwater fish bones found in the m dden deposits.
We have not yet done an anal ysis on these nmaterials,
however, prelimnary inspection on-site indicates
this is the case.

QUESTION: "D d you find any otoliths
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t hat coul d be dat ed?"

ANSWER:  |'m not sure what the -- this
I ndi vi dual neans by dated. |If you're referring to
radi ocarbon dating, fish otolith material would not
be our first choice because they contain both
m neral and organi c conponents.

I f you nean seasonality estinates,
t hen, yes, the answer is we do have narine fish
otoliths; we have Black Drum Red Drum Catfish and
all of these could be used as a cross-section for
seasonal ity studies. And | guess that's it.

COLONEL WATERWORTH: We have revi ewed
t he questions that have been submtted so far, and
we have answered the questions. W have a stack of
others that are redundant. The sanme questions were
asked over and over again. W're not -- so | didn't
go through the whol e stack.

You can see the stack up here. W' ve
gone through and answered the questions one tine.

Are there any other questions or any
cards that you would like to be passed forward at
this time? Okay.

My objective was to share infornation
tonight. Ask your question.

M5. MAUREEN BROWN: | under st and
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there's going to be a couple of hearings after this.
At what tinme, when and --

M5. MURPHY: Wien | addressed the
| ocal officials after the tribal consultation
nmeeting and we di scussed that possibility, we did
not think that Col onel Waterworth would be avail abl e
tonight, and this is the kind of neeting that we
wer e di scussing; where, rather than just a workshop,
whi ch was what was originally intended for this
neeting, we have now ended up providing the public

with an opportunity to speak. Wether or not we

have another formal public neeting, | don't know at
this tine. \

COLONEL WATERWORTH: | cane this
evening to listen to what you had to say. It wll

be taken into consideration as | nake this judgnent.
If you have comments, please submt
those to us here tonight or to our Gal veston office,
and they will be taken into consideration.
| would Iike to thank everybody t hat
attended this evening. You shared a |ot of good
i deas and a lot of things for us to take into
consi derati on.
| would Ii ke the record to show t hat

the hearing is adjourned at 9:00 o'clock p.m on the
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26t h of February, 2002. Thank you very nuch for
at t endi ng.

(At this tinme the hearing is concluded.)
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THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HARRIS

|, Shirlee (Sasi) Rommey, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter in and for the State of Texas, do hereby
certify that this hearing transcript is a true
record of the proceedings to the best of ny ability
to hear and deci pher the testinony.

Certified to on this, the 18th day of March,
2002.

Shirlee (Sasi) Rommey, CSR
Certification No. 975
Expiration Date: 12-31-03

1235 North Loop West, Suite 510
Houst on, Texas 77008-4704
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